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Candidate Beliefs Self-Assessment Survey 

Self-Assessment Instructions  

Purpose: This self-assessment was designed for you to share your beliefs and ideas related to 

dispositions deemed essential for teaching. Please consider each statement and answer honestly 

about what you believe.  

Directions: Indicate to what extent you agree/disagree that each statement below reflects your 

beliefs and attitudes.  

 
1 - 

Strongly 

Disagree 

2 - 

Disagree 

3 - 

Neutral 

4 - 

Agree 

5 - 

Strongly 

Agree 

1. I believe that educators should abide by 

professional codes of ethics for teaching at all 

times. 

                              

2. I believe it is essential to interact with 

students in a positive and professional way. 
                              

3. I believe that teachers should model 

professionalism in their attitudes and 

demeanor. 

                              

4. I believe that communication between 

teacher and students, colleagues and parents 

should always be professional and effective. 

                              

5. I believe teachers should hold high 

expectations for all students. 
                              

6. I do NOT think it is very important to plan 

lessons that take into consideration students’ 

backgrounds, interests, and learning styles. 

                              

7. I believe teachers can overcome learning 

barriers created by differences in cultural 

experiences and academic ability.  

                              

8. Being on time to school/work and school 

related events is a high priority to me. 
                              

9. I do NOT believe it is very important for a 

teacher to attend all school related events or 

functions. 

                              

10. I let people know they can count on me to 

be reliable and dependable. 
                              

11. I believe colleagues, parents, and other 

members of the school community should 

always be treated professionally. 
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1 - 

Strongly 

Disagree 

2 - 

Disagree 

3 - 

Neutral 

4 - 

Agree 

5 - 

Strongly 

Agree 

12. I value working in a team.                               

13. It is very important to me to always be 

prepared for teaching and/or class. 
                              

14. I am open to receiving constructive 

criticism.  
                              

15. I believe teachers can bring potential bias 

to curriculum delivery, and thus it is important 

for me to be a critical thinker. 

                              

16. I do NOT think teaching students to be 

critical thinkers is a high priority. 
                              

17. I believe teachers should be sensitive to 

and value cultural differences among students.  
                              

18. I think assessments should be administered 

exactly the same way to every student, 

regardless of differences among students. 

                              

19. I believe using a variety of assessments 

when teaching is good practice. 
                              

20. Assessment results can provide useful 

information for supporting students in future 

learning.  

                              

21. To be fair to all students, I believe 

decisions about students should be based on 

evidence or data.  

                              

22. I believe any social media account that I 

have should not contain inappropriate content. 
                              

23. I think technology is an excellent way to 

engage students in learning. 
                              

24. I believe as a teacher I should always use 

technology ethically and professionally. 
                              

25. I have a high value for always meeting 

deadlines. 
                              

26. I react calmly in stressful situations.                               

27. I have a high value for demonstrating self-

control. 
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1 - 

Strongly 

Disagree 

2 - 

Disagree 

3 - 

Neutral 

4 - 

Agree 

5 - 

Strongly 

Agree 

28. I do NOT think it is important to dress 

professionally as a teacher. 
                              

29. I think it is important to show initiative in 

getting things done. 
                              

30. I think teachers should always demonstrate 

sound professional judgement. 
                              

31. I believe teachers should be passionate 

about their work. 
                              

32. It is important to be committed to the 

mission and vision of any K-12 school where I 

am placed or work. 

                              

33. I believe a teacher should play an 

important role in finding solutions to problems 

faced in the school. 

                              

Permissions 

The Candidate Beliefs Self-Assessment Survey may be used without permission within individual 

teacher preparation programs, but with appropriate credit accorded to the authors. The authors 

retain the copyright to the instrument.  
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